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Can Joining Trade Unions Improve the SKkills of Industrial Workers?

An Empirical Study from a Survey Data in Dalian

ZHAO Mingfei ', WANG Shanna °

( 1. Institute of Labor Relations and Trade Unions, China University of Labor Relations, Beijing 100048;

2. School of Labor Economics, China University of Labor Relations, Beijing 100048 )
Abstract: Whether the skill level of industrial workers can match the direction of industry development, and achieve a dynamic balance between
the supply and demand of skilled labor is crucial for providing human capital support to industrial transformation and upgrading, and high-
quality economic development. It is clear that trade union organizations play an important role in improving the skill level of industrial workers
by promoting workers' quality improvement projects, organizing labor skill contests, and carrying out mass technological innovations. Based on
microdata from a survey of industrial workers in Dalian, we found that joining trade unions significantly improves the skills of industrial workers,
especially workers of manufacturing industry. Moreover, mechanism tests reveal that trade unions improve the skills of industrial workers through
conducting vocational training. Hence, it is suggested in the study that diverse forms of vocational training should be provided to industrial workers
in practice by utilizing resources of the trade unions; and the methods of evaluating skills of industrial workers should be improved. In addition, the
skills of industrial workers should also be developed by strengthening cooperation with vocational schools and utilizing multi-level and diversified
vocational educational resources.

Key words: trade unions; vocational training; industrial workers; skill development
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